
Dear parents of 5th grade students,  

Greetings! I am excited to write you about your student’s opportunity to join band next year. Your child will be 
able to explore a new subject in which they could excel and express themselves. In addition to learning an 
instrument, students in band deepen relationships with their peers, learn teamwork and leadership skills, and 
most of all learn the satisfaction of creating music for themselves. In 6th grade band, the four instruments 
students may start on are flute, clarinet, trumpet, and trombone. We will not be starting students on percussion 
(drums) until later in their musical studies. Families who already own a saxophone may be permitted to use those, 
but the number of saxophone players will be limited to a small number, so please contact me if you fit that 
description.  

As you and your student discuss what instrument they would be interested in, please visit my website at 
https://www.cascadesd.org/Page/2292  to view some short videos about band and the instruments available. You 
and your student should consider what they would enjoy and be able to commit to working on for the full school 
year. It’s also helpful to consider how you might find an instrument to play. Using one you already own or 
borrowing from a friend is awesome! You should also consider things like transportation – if your student rides a 
crowded bus, it may be difficult to bring home a trombone to complete the required practice sessions, but a flute 
or clarinet would fit in their backpack.  

If you don’t have an instrument already available to you, renting an instrument for at least the first few months of 
band would be a wise decision. Rented instruments are a great way to start with a quality instrument, and when 
it’s time to purchase an instrument for a long-term investment, most stores offer discounts based on how long 
you’ve rented from them. Also, most repairs are covered in the rental fee. It would be great for the students to 
have instruments ready to play by the end of the first week of the new school year, so if you are interested in 
getting an instrument over the summer, you can contact Chinook Music in East Wenatchee at 886-8800 or Avalon 
Music in Wenatchee at 663-7300.  

If you decide to purchase an instrument, please contact me before ordering something from Amazon or other 
discounted retailers. A cheap price almost always results in poor quality and frustration for students.  

I understand these are uncertain economic times and renting an instrument may be outside of your budget. 
Please don’t let money be the reason your student misses out – I am confident we can find a solution to ensure 
your student gets the chance to play! Our school has a supply of loaner instruments that you may be able to use 
for the year. However, the supply is limited and students in upper grades have first priority on specific 
instruments. This means your student might not get their first choice of instrument, but they may find they enjoy 
their second choice just as much! When you register for next year’s exploratory classes, please be sure you select 
the correct section of band. Please mark “Woodwinds” if you want to play Flute or Clarinet; mark “Brass” if you 
want to play Trumpet or Trombone. If you have any other questions or concerns about band next year, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out!  

I’m looking forward to meeting you in the Fall! 
 
Mr. James Mitsuyasu 
jmitsuyasu@cascadesd.org  


